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July 1, 1976

The Editor
Hutohingon WNews
Hutchinson, Kansas

Dear Sir:

I have read with concern your editorial of June 14
entitled CIA Stooges. It reflects a basic misunder-
standing both of what Mr. Bush said at the Overseas
Press Club on May 3 and of this Agency's policy toward
journalists.

For your use, I am sending along excerpts from
Mr. Bush's recent address at the Cleveland City Club
in which he referred to the Agency's policy. I am
also enclosing a copy of the Agency statement of
February 11 to which apparently you referred in your
editorial.

Mr. Bush has never made the suggestion that
reporters should participate in covert operations,
as you claim. We believe, however, that any American
citizen, whether journalist or farmer, has the right
to volunteer information to his government without
expectation of pay or favor; that, Sir, is basic.

I hope the facts will help clarify your in-
terpretation of this aspect of the conduct of U.S.
intelligence services.

Sincerely,

“iGNED

Andrew T. Falkiewicz
Agsistant to the Director
of €entral Intelligence

kss
Encs.
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rector, apparently stayed too long
in China,

tion. of news. reporters—his view
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nists,
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.« Bush took office- during the

“}Eeight of the CIA flaps, ‘one of

Hounced that henceforth, the Cla
Won't pay for such information.
# Lost week, he said again—o
pay, but how about giving it to ys-
for free? , :

V:AGeorge Bu\;hA, the new CIA di-

is-parallel to that of the Commu- )
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CIA stooges?

To the credit of the Club, only a

i couple of boos and a few hisses ;
‘ : . greeted that remark. From the !
On at least one point—the func-

rest, there was “stunned silence,”

- as one member described it.

The policy of UPI and AP, the
major news services, and of dny
reputable news agency, is to for-
bid volunteering information for

Which centered over use of report: ,~the CIA, FBL, or any other gov-

€rs as sourtes for the CIA. He an-,}f

ernmental intelligence or law en-
forcement agency. That is basic.
If this principle is tampered with,
then the public will have good rea-
son to question the news report.
Reporters can't become tools of
government. In China, maybe; in

diculous to suggest to a group |-

# Bush seems ring un) 5
Bush seems to be laboring Un\j democracy, never, It also is ri- | -

€r some misapprehension, that
ghe,question here is money, not
Principle. S
55 He told the annual gathering of
bhe Overseas Press Club in New
ork that journalists should volun-

;fzeer information to the agency.

- that is founded on an open society

that it should participate in covert
operations. . KO

Bush left that banquet quietly,
in the middle of an awards pro-,
gram. It was just as well,
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aAndrew F.

Do you think it is worth answering this
kind of editorial.. If so, please have
someone flesh out the general type letter
I have written....... (these make

me sore)....

GB 6-23
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To the Editor

Hutchison Kansas News.

Dear Sir:

I read your editorial CIA Stooges.

In my comment to the Overseas Press

Club I never made the suggestion that reporters
should "participate in covert operations".
Because of my concern for the freedom of the
Press I have changed Tong standing CIA policy.
The CIA will not enter into paid or contractual

relationships with members

of US etc etc...; however I do not feel
that if a reporter wants -to convey
some information to CIA that we should
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come to the CIA very openly for briefings
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and discussions. Many journalists abroad contact’
CIA people abpoad. 1--wili-net-interfere-
We will not in any way try to cooerce .
Jjournalists or anyonelse into giving

foreign intelligence vto the CIA, but

if such information is volunteered by

any Amerrican citizen it will be welcomed.

| Approved For Release 2004/09/28 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000100610023-?



